A stronger CAP for bigger challenges

European Socialist and Democrats called for a large-scale reform of the Common Agriculture Policy to respond to the increasingly important global challenges of food security and climate change.

 In a document released today,  S&D  agriculture experts at the European Parliament outlined new ambitions for the upcoming reform of the CAP reform "to be based  on 5 pillars: competitiveness, sustainability, coordination, fairness and simplification". 

The S&D proposal was discussed in Brussels by a high level interinstitutional panel including Spanish socialist minister and Council Presidency representative, Elena Espinosa, EU Commissioner on Agriculture Dacian Ciolos, EP Agriculture Committee Chairman, Paolo De Castro MEP, S&D Group Deputy-leader Stefan Le Foll and S&D Spokesman on Agriculture Luis Capoulas Santos MEP.

Insisting on the need of an EU coordinated approach to the CAP, S&D Vice President Stefan Le Foll said: "In the past, the EU budget has been a bit superficially blamed for giving more money to a cow than to a researcher. The new CAP we are proposing will give money to workers, consumers, and the future generations, protecting the environment and making agriculture more sustainable".

S&D Spokesman Luis Capoulas Santos said: "Today 80% of the CAP budget still goes to 20% of the farmers. We propose an innovative and integrated system which would make the allocation of resources fairer among farmers and Member States. "Besides, we deem is necessary to remove the amount of bureaucracy which is flooding European farmers and start immediately working on a concrete simplification of the CAP ensuring transparency, effectiveness and accountability. 

EP Agriculture Committee Chairman and S&D member Paolo De Castro said:  "For the first time the European Parliament will have the chance to make a difference on this policy ensuring that budget concerns do not prevail over the very important aims of this policy. With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, indeed, we are co-legislator with the Council on the CAP "If we want to meet the multiple expectations of EU citizens and consumers, European agriculture needs to be restructured and modernised shifting the balance from indiscriminate subsidies to innovation, quality and sustainability".  
