AGRICULTURE: CIOLOS DRAWS CONCLUSIONS FROM CAP CONSULTATION 

"Public funds must be better distributed, better targeted and more transparent," Dacian Ciolos underlined, on 20 July, at the end of a two-day conference in Brussels aimed at drawing conclusions from the public consultation on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) that the European Commission launched in April and in which 600 people from diverse backgrounds participated. The agriculture commissioner, who will present, in November, a communication on European agriculture post-2013, intends to put forward "an efficient and fair system for all member states, their regions and their farmers".

"The success of the consultation shows the interest that farmers and all of society have in this CAP, which constitutes a pillar of the European design," said Sabine Laruelle, the Belgian agriculture minister and president of the EU Council. The conclusions of this conference, she said, will be raised during the informal Agriculture Council taking place from 19 to 21 September in La Hulpe, just outside Brussels. "We will explore those issues that are still the subject of differing points of view and we will try to reach as broad a consensus as possible," said Laruelle.

Paolo De Castro (S&D, Italy), chair of the European Parliament's Committee on Agriculture (AGRI), considered it essential to "build a modern CAP capable of dealing with future challenges". CAP, he said, must no longer be considered as "a sectoral policy" but as a policy "that serves all European citizens".

PILLARS

In his closing speech, Ciolos insisted that the first pillar (direct aid and market support) must become a tool that enables the economic, environmental, social and territorial dimensions to be reconciled, thereby hinting at the direction of his upcoming communication on reform. The new CAP will have to promote not only "competitive" but also "ever more sustainable agriculture," while at the same time anchoring "farms and jobs on their land, including in areas where it is more difficult to carry out the job of being a farmer," the commissioner explained. The territorial importance of European agriculture is a dimension that has emerged with more force than in the past, he continued. It is a dimension that, according to him, must also be taken into account in rural development policy (second pillar), whose goal must be to modernise farms, deploy new support for innovation, promote diversification in rural areas, help the agriculture sector respond to volatile markets and treat in a horizontal manner the complex challenges linked to climate change.

Environmental protection is also for Ciolos a major challenge to be addressed. Agriculture, he stressed, "must improve its production practices and reduce its carbon emissions, adapt its practices because it is the first victim of the rise in temperatures and of extreme changes in weather patterns. More generally, it must provide answers for society to fight against climate change". Responding to concerns about the fate for prevention and risk management measures, the agriculture commissioner specified that a solid safety net beyond direct aid is necessary and that he could imagine new measures to respond to price volatility. "What's at stake," he explained, "is the sector's ability to invest, innovate and attract young people" of whom, as the European Council of Young Farmers (CEJA) complained, fewer and fewer are becoming farmers. Its President, Joris Baecke, suggested that aid for setting up be made obligatory in the new CAP and the EU make available a financial package for the young.
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