EUROPE 2020 : MEP DE CASTRO CALLS IMPASSE ON AGRICULTURE "ABSURD" 

The Chair of the European Parliament's Committee on Agriculture (AGRI), Paolo De Castro (S&D, Italy), criticised José Manuel Barroso, on 24 February, for failing to mention agriculture in the Europe 2020' strategy. This document, to be presented by the European Commission chief on 3 March, will serve as the basis for EU policy in the coming years.

"It is absurd that the EU strategy for the coming decade, as proposed by the European Commission, does not include the key challenge of food security and growth and employment in rural areas," said De Castro during a debate in the chamber in Brussels with Barroso and European Council President Herman Van Rompuy.

"How is it possible to stimulate reflection on a green' and sustainable Europe without realising that 45% of European territory is managed by farmers? How can we not take into account the nearly 30 million people who work in these areas," asked De Castro. He pointed out that "agriculture provides a whole range of essential services: food, biodiversity, landscapes, environment and social and economic functions in rural territories".

Agriculture Commissioner Dacian Ciolos was also set to endeavour to have agriculture included in the Europe 2020' strategy at a seminar on this subject, on 25 and 26 February in Bruges, for the entire College of Commissioners with Barroso. The Commission chief intends to give emphasis to research and innovation, education, the digital agenda, employment, combating poverty, green' growth, emissions reduction and energy.
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