BELGIAN MINISTERS OUTLINE COUNCIL PRESIDENCY PRIORITIES

AGRICULTURE

"We need a strong and common agricultural policy" said Sabine Laruelle, Belgium's minister for SMEs, the self-employed, agriculture and science policy told the Agriculture Committee on 13 July, adding that the Presidency will "lobby hard to have a substantial agricultural budget" to end "disparities in payments between new and old Member States".

Asked by MEPs about the long-awaited Commission legislative proposal on the dairy sector and particularly about whether there should be public management of the market, Ms Laruelle said the EU "needs to take action quickly" although "there is no majority in Council to have a centralised system". Generally, the Presidency's priorities very much reflect those of the committee, as outlined by chair Paolo De Castro (S&D, IT). Besides the future of the CAP after 2013 and the regulation of the dairy sector, these are: EU food quality policy, with a proposal expected by the end of the year, specific provisions for the outermost regions, WTO negotiations and GMOs.
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